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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 15020:2022. It 
supersedes BS EN 15020:2006+A1:2010, which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee RAE/3/-/7, Railway applications - Couplers.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its committee manager.

The UK committee draws users' attention to the distinction between 
normative and informative elements, as defined in Clause 3 of the 
CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, Part 3.

Normative: Requirements conveying criteria to be fulfilled if compliance 
with the document is to be claimed and from which no deviation 
is permitted.

Informative: Information intended to assist the understanding or use of 
the document. Informative annexes do not contain requirements, except 
as optional requirements, and are not mandatory. For example, a test 
method may contain requirements, but there is no need to comply with 
these requirements to claim compliance with the standard.

When speeds in km/h require unit conversion for use in the UK, 
users are advised to use equivalent values rounded to the nearest 
whole number. The use of absolute values for converted units should 
be avoided in these cases. Please refer to the table below for agreed 
conversion figures: 

INS, RST and ENE speed conversions

km/h mph

7  4.5 

9 5.5 

10 6 

12 7.5 

20 12.5 

The requirements and recommendations of this standard are based 
on an existing established rescue coupler in use in Continental Europe. 
Caution should be exercised before using this rescue coupler in the UK, 
since it may be incompatible with many of the potential rescue vehicles. 
There is information on the special national conditions for use in the UK 
in Annex D (normative) in BS EN 16839:2022.

Many older UK-based locomotives in service are fitted with draw gear 
which is not designed for a buff load. Additionally, locomotives fitted 
with the Swing-Head Automatic Coupler (which is compatible with buff 
loads) have very limited space around the draw hook. The UK committee 
believes the rescue coupler is not compatible with any coupler except the 
draw hook given in BS EN 15566:2022.

 Contractual and legal considerations 
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This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no 
representation, warranty, assurance or undertaking (express or 
implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will be 
accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or 
reasonableness of this publication. All and any such responsibility and 
liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the 
recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with 
respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application.

This publication has been prepared under a mandate given to the 
European Standards Organizations by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association. It is intended to support requirements 
of the EU legislation detailed in the European Foreword. A European 
Annex, usually Annex ZA or ZZ, describes how this publication relates to 
that EU legislation.

For the Great Britain market (England, Scotland and Wales), if UK 
Government has designated this publication for conformity with UKCA 
marking (or similar) legislation, it may contain an additional National 
Annex. Where such a National Annex exists, it shows the correlation 
between this publication and the relevant UK legislation. If there is no 
National Annex of this kind, the relevant Annex ZA or ZZ in the body 
of the European text will indicate the relationship to UK regulation 
applicable in Great Britain. References to EU legislation may need to be 
read in accordance with the UK designation and the applicable UK law. 
Further information on designated standards can be found at  
www.bsigroup.com/standardsandregulation.

For the Northern Ireland market, UK law will continue to implement 
relevant EU law subject to periodic confirmation. Therefore 
Annex ZA/ZZ in the European text, and references to EU legislation, are 
still valid for this market.

UK Government is responsible for legislation. For information on 
legislation and policies relating to that legislation, consult the relevant 
pages of www.gov.uk.
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 Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations. 

This British Standard was published under the authority of the 
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 30 September 2022.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication
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